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Requests for the G7 Hiroshima Summit and Related Ministerial Meetings:

Promoting Measures for Climate Change and Planetary Health That Keep Pace

With the International Community

December 19, 2022

Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI) Planetary Health Policy Team
Otemachi Financial City Grand Cube 3F 1-9-2, Otemachi Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004 JAPAN
Tel: +81-3-4243-7156 Fax: +81-3-4243-7378 E-mail: info@hgpi.org

Background to these recommendations

As demonstrated by record-breaking floods that submerged one-third of Pakistan in June 2022 and the heat waves that
have repeatedly struck Europe, climate change has started to result in severe impacts on human health.

On October 25, 2022, the Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change reported that the health effects of climate
change are growing more severe around the world and if we maintain our dependence on fossil fuels, we increase our
chances of experiencing food insecurity, infectious diseases, heat stroke, and other health risks.

At the 26th Session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(COP26), the COP26 Health Programme was launched with leadership from the U.K. and the World Health Organization
(WHO). The Programme places human health at the forefront of climate change measures and calls on participating
countries to make Commitment 1 for “Climate resilient health systems” and Commitment 2 for “Sustainable low carbon
health systems.”

After the conclusion of COP26, the COP26 Health Programme was renamed to the Alliance for Transformative Action on
Climate Change and Health (ATACH) to transition toward concrete action for achieving the objectives of the meeting. As of
December 12, 2022, health ministers representing 62 countries have formally committed to this initiative. These include
four G7 members: Canada, Germany, the U.K., and the U.S. However, Japan, France, and Italy have yet to join.

Tackling climate change was a key item on the agenda at the G7 Elmau Summit held in Germany in 2022. Building on the
momentum from the COP26 Health Programme and other developments, the Health Ministers’ Meeting issued a
communiqué that identified building “climate-resilient and sustainable, climate-neutral health systems” as a necessary
action for climate change and human health. They also agreed on the establishment of a new framework for joint action
on climate change called the Climate Club.

Discussions focusing on the issues of the environment and health are now advancing in Japan, as well. For example, the
Assessment Report on Climate Change Impacts in Japan released by the Ministry of the Environment in December 2020
and the Global Health Strategy formulated by the Government of Japan’s Health and Medical Strategy Promotion
Headquarters in May 2022 both mention the need for climate change and health measures.

In October 2020, the Government of Japan set a goal of reducing its total greenhouse gas emissions to zero and achieving
carbon neutrality by 2050, and is currently advancing economic policies and other measures to that end. However, only
limited efforts have been made to address issues facing social security —which accounts for about one-third of the national
budget — particularly, to organize issues facing healthcare and indicate a direction forward.

We request that the topic of health systems that are climate-resilient, sustainable, and climate-neutral in the context of
Universal Health Coverage (UHC) is included as a key agenda item for the health sector at the G7 Summit in 2023.

Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI)
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Request 1: The Government of Japan should discuss the creation of health systems that are climate-

resilient, sustainable, and climate-neutral in the context of Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
Regarding the anticipated effects of climate change, projections indicate that global warming will lead to greater frequency

and intensity of extreme weather events, such as torrential rains and heat waves. It is also predicted there will be an increase
in zoonotic disease outbreaks due to climate change and disruptions in ecosystems. We must build health systems that are
resilient to the effects of such health crises. Measures that are include a co-benefit approach are expected to protect human
health as well as the health of the earth, such as shifting the entire healthcare system, including the supply chain, to
renewable energy and switching to medical waste with less environmental impact. In Japan, it is necessary for all parties
involved in the healthcare sector to cooperate and take the initiative in setting goals toward carbon neutrality as they are
involved in people's lives and health. The climate crisis also poses a threat to Universal Health Coverage (UHC). While
transitioning to sustainable health systems, we must also ensure those systems are friendly to the environment.

Request 2: The Government of Japan should commit to the goals of the Alliance for Transformative Action

on Climate Change and Health (ATACH) alongside the Governments of France and Italy (who have also yet
to join) and advance domestic and global initiatives
Sixty-two countries have formally committed to the goals of the Alliance for Transformative Action on Climate Change and

Health (ATACH) and are now working to build health systems that are climate-resilient and climate-neutral. Among G7
members, Canada, Germany, the U.K., and the U.S are participating, while Japan, France, and Italy are not. However, the G7
Health Ministers’” Communique made after the G7 Health Ministers” Meeting in Germany recognized the need to build
“climate-resilient and sustainable, climate-neutral health systems” and declared support for the Roadmap for Action on
Health and Climate Change of the International Association of National Public Health Institutes (IANPHI). In its capacity as
G7 President in 2023, we request Japan take a central role and join ATACH alongside the Governments of France and Italy,
and to demonstrate the united commitment among G7 members to respond to climate change and other global
environmental and health issues as well as to promote actions for these causes.

B Contact: The Planetary Health Policy Promotion Project Team

- Joji Sugawara (Senior Manager, Health and Global Policy Institute

- Shu Suzuki (Associate, Health and Global Policy Institute)

- Sayaka Honda (Program Specialist, Health and Global Policy Institute)

- EriCahill (Intern, Health and Global Policy Institute)

- Yuka Takai (Project Assistant, Health and Global Policy Institute)

B About Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI)

Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI) is a non-profit, independent, non-partisan health policy think tank

established in 2004. In its capacity as a neutral think-tank, HGPI involves stakeholders from wide-ranging fields

of expertise to provide policy options to the public to successfully create citizen-focused healthcare policies.

Looking to the future, HGPI produces novel ideas and values from a standpoint that offers a wide perspective. HGPI

It aims to realize a healthy and fair society while holding fast to its independence to avoid being bound tothe "™
specific interests of political parties and other organizations. HGPI intends for its policy options to be effective not only in Japan,
but also in the wider world, and in this vein the institute will continue to be very active in creating policies for resolving global
health challenges.
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