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Planetary Health Expert Meeting
“Healthy Planet, Healthy People: Building a New Collaborative
Framework Focused on Climate Change and Health in the Asia-
Pacific Region”

As climate change intensifies, its impact on global health is becoming increasingly prominent. In July 2023, United
Nations Secretary-General Antdnio Guterres warned that the climate observation data of July 2023 could “rewrite
records in various indicators,” declaring that “the era of a boiling planet has arrived.” In fact, the World
Meteorological Organization (WMO) has commented that the first three weeks of July were “the hottest three
weeks in our records.” Such intensification of climate change, especially the record-high sea temperatures and
decadal warming trends, is accelerating, forcing governments worldwide to respond comprehensively to climate

change and health.

In this context, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) announced a new target in 2021, pledging a cumulative $100
billion from its own resources for climate change countermeasures from 2019 to 2030. Of this, $34 billion is
allocated for adaptation to climate change and enhancing resilience, especially in the health sector. The ADB focuses
on “enhancing the resilience of health systems to climate change and supporting the development of low-carbon
health systems,” and plans to launch a “Climate and Health Initiative” in collaboration and momentum with the G7
Hiroshima Summit 2023, G20 New Delhi Summit, and the 28t Conference of the Parties (COP28) to the United

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Dubai.

The Japanese government, having declared “Carbon Neutral by 2050” in October 2020, compiled the “Global Health
Strategy” in May 2022, identifying climate change and health as vital policy issues from foreign, economic, and
security perspectives. Also, with Japan and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) celebrating 50 years
of cooperative friendship, and especially as the Japanese government has been leading international discussions on
Universal Health Coverage (UHC), there are heightened expectations for a comprehensive approach to a new
dimension of “The Asia Health and Wellbeing Initiative (AHWIN)” which has enhanced environmental
considerations. Moreover, the “Pacific Island Summit (PALM)” is scheduled for 2024, focusing on the stability and
prosperity of Pacific countries and regions heavily affected by climate change, along with the 8t International
Conference on Health System Research in Nagasaki, sharing scientific and practical perspectives on health and

medical systems and policies, promoting cooperation beyond regions and countries.

Through this symposium, we will reaffirm the role played by the Japanese Government at the G7 Hiroshima Summit
and the UN General Assembly and discuss the roles and challenges that Japan should play in promoting close
cooperation with diverse stakeholders and building sustainable and resilient health systems in the Asia-Pacific region

in the future.

Health and Global Policy Institute
Otemachi Financial City Grand Cube 3F 1-9-2, Otemachi Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004 JAPAN
Tel: +81-3-4243-7156 Fax: +81-3-4243-7378 E-mail: info@hgpi.org
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Date & Time: November 2, 2023 (Thursday), 16:00-17:30
Venue: In-person (No online streaming); Event Field, Grand Cube 3F, Otemachi Financial City, Global Business
Hub Tokyo 1-9-2, Otemachi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 100-0004 JAPAN
Language: Japanese and English, with simultaneous interpretation
Co-Hosts: Asian Development Bank (ADB), Nagasaki University, and Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI)
Support: National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS) Global Health Innovation Policy Program, Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Japan CSO Network on Global Health (The GlI/IDI Network)

B Admission: Free

Program: Title omitted, no specific order

16:00-16:10 — Opening and Purpose Explanation

- Takeshi Nagayasu (President, Nagasaki University)

- Ayako Inagaki (Senior Director, Human and Social Development Office, Sector Group, Asian Development Bank)

16:10-16:25 — Keynote Speech 1: Climate change is the single biggest health threat facing humanity: what are the

proposed actions?

- Patrick L. Osewe (Director for Health, Human Social Development Office, Sectors Group, Asian Development
Bank)

16:25-16:40 — Keynote Speech 2: The New Global Health Strategy’s Approach to Climate Change and Health

Challenges and Prospects

- NaokiIto (Ambassador for Global Health & Executive Director for Healthcare Policy, Cabinet Office/ Ambassador
for Public Diplomacy, Global Health, and Mekong Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

16:45-17:20 - Panel Discussion: Multi-stakeholder Measures and Required International Cooperation for Climate

Change and Health

Panelists:

- Moeko Yoshitomi (Deputy Director, Office of Global Health Cooperation, International Affairs Division, Ministry
of Health, Labour and Welfare/ Deputy Director, Water Supply Division, Public Health Bureau)

- Masaki Inaba (Co-Chair, Director on Global Health, Africa Japan Forum (AJF) / Chair, Japan CSO Network on
Global Health)

- Haruka Sakamoto (Associate Professor, Department of International Affairs and Tropical Medicine, Tokyo
Women’s Medical University)

- Hirotsugu Aiga (Professor, Graduate School of Tropical Medicine and Global Health, Nagasaki University)

- Emiko Nishimura (Director, Global Health Team, Human Development Department, JICA)

Moderator:

- Akihito Watabe (Health Specialist, Human and Social Development Group, Asian Development Bank)

17:20-17:30 - Closing Remarks

- Kiyoshi Kurokawa (Chairman, Health and Global Policy Institute)

- Ichiro Kamoshita (Adviser to the Cabinet (Health and Medical Strategy) / Former Minister of the Environment)

Health and Global Policy Institute
Otemachi Financial City Grand Cube 3F 1-9-2, Otemachi Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-0004 JAPAN
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M Biography of speakers: (titles omitted and no particular order)
Takeshi Nagayasu (President, Nagasaki University)

A native of Nagasaki Prefecture, he is a medical doctor and an alumnus of Nagasaki
‘ University. He graduated from Nagasaki University's Faculty of Medicine in 1987 and

subsequently worked at the Department of Surgery, Faculty of Medicine, Nagasaki

D ‘s University. In 1996, he assumed the role of an assistant in the same department. He

v/

&
e

Nagasaki University. Throughout his career, he held various significant positions, including Vice Hospital Director

gained research experience in the United States at institutions such as Duke University
Medical Center and Mayo Clinic. In 2003, he became a professor at the Department of

Surgical Oncology (First Surgery) in the Graduate School of Biomedical Sciences,

and Department Chair at Nagasaki University Hospital, Vice Dean of Nagasaki University's Medical School, Vice
Hospital Director of Nagasaki University Hospital, and Dean of Nagasaki University's Medical School. In 2019, he
took on the role of a Trustee (Research and International Affairs) at Nagasaki University. He continued to fulfill his

duties as a Trustee, eventually assuming the position of President of Nagasaki University in 2020.

Ayako Inagaki (Senior Director, Human and Social Development Office, Sector Group, Asian Development Bank)

Ayako Inagaki is the Senior Director of the Human and Social Development Sector Office,
Sectors Group at the Asian Development Bank (ADB). She leads the Human and Social
Development Sector Office in conceptualizing and delivering financial and technical
assistance operations, and knowledge services in education, health and social
development to ADB’s developing member countries, and in ensuring ADB’s technical

leadership in the sector. Previously, she has led the planning, implementation, and

supervision of ADB's lending and non-lending sector operations in Southeast and South
Asian countries. Ayako has over 30 years of experience in the sector and has recently focused on emerging and
cross-cutting issues affecting human and social development, that include among others, post-COVID19 pandemic

recovery, digital transformation, climate change and climate change actions.

Patrick L. Osewe (Director for Health, Human Social Development Office, Sectors Group, Asian Development Bank)
Dr. Patrick L. Osewe is a leading global expert on public health and the Director of
Health Team at the Asian Development Bank (ADB). He currently leads the application
of evidence-based and innovative approaches to address priority and emerging human
capital issues in Asia and the Pacific Efocusing on the nexus of Universal Health
Coverage, pandemic preparedness, education, social protection, climate change and

finance. Since the outbreak of the coronavirus disease (COVID-19), he has provided

leadership and guidance in the implementation of ADB’s $20 billion commitment to
respond to COVID-19 and $9 billion for Developing Member Countries (DMCs) to obtain and deploy COVID-19
vaccines. His work related to COVID-19 includes providing prioritizing investments, technical assistance to

operational teams and DMCs, convening global partners to reach consensus on key implementation issues, and
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mobilizing leading vaccine manufacturers and other private sector firms to support a range of preparedness and
response activities throughout the region. Patrick is also collaborating with a number of DMCS to establish or
strengthen national centers for disease control. He is leading the G20 climate and health workstream under the
India G20 Presidency which has led to climate and health being endorsed as a priority issue by G20 Ministers of
Health and G20 Leaders. In addition, he is collaborating with the leading global experts on climate and health to
highlight the impact of climate change on health focusing on advocacy, knowledge, capacity building and financing.
Prior to his time at ADB, Patrick was a Global Lead for the World Bank’s Healthy Societies. In this role, he led a
global effort to address universal health coverage and health security, focusing on pandemic preparedness and
response, financing, and multi-sectoral collaboration. To accelerate the health security agenda, he was part of the
core team that prepared the first strategic plan for the Africa Centers for Disease Control, convened a team of high-
level experts from government, the World Health Organization (WHO), development agencies, and donors to
develop a framework and tools for assessing the financing status of pandemic preparedness. He also provided
extensive strategic leadership in the design and implementation of health financing and health systems reforms.
With more than 25 years of experience as a global leader in health, Patrick has previously worked as Senior Health
Advisor for USAID in Southern Africa and a Senior Epidemiologist for the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention where he developed a public health framework for Olympics Games. He has a proven track record of
bringing countries and multiple sectors together including governments, development partners, and the private

sector to achieve cross-cutting health sector goals.

Naoki Ito (Ambassador for Global Health & Executive Director for Healthcare Policy, Cabinet Office/ Ambassador for
Public Diplomacy, Global Health, and Mekong Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Assuming the current responsibility in December 2022, he works on cooperation with

. Asian and African countries through Health and Wellbeing Initiatives, which have been
o L

7~ ok Strategy” formulated in May 2022, and Impact Investment Initiative (Triple I) for Global

=
>

COVAX and cooperation in medical care. Born in Tokyo, he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1984 after

promoted by the Office of Healthcare Policy, implementation of “Global Health

Heath which was endorsed at Hiroshima G7 and aims to achieve SDG 3 and UHC. From
October 2019, he served as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to

Bangladesh and at the wake of COVID-19 pandemic sought to provide vaccine through

graduating from the University of Tokyo's Faculty of Law, and studied International Law and International Relations
at the University of Cambridge. His overseas postings were at the Japanese Embassy in Myanmar, India and United
Kingdom the Permanent Mission to the United Nations, and Consul General in Chicago, USA (2017-19). He was
Senior Vice-President of JICA (2015-17).
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Moeko Yoshitomi (Deputy Director, Office of Global Health Cooperation, International Affairs Division, Ministry of
Health, Labour and Welfare/ Deputy Director, Water Supply Division, Public Health Bureau)

Moeko Yoshitomi studied for her Ph.D. at Harvard University, after conducting her
research in the field of atmospheric sciences at the National University of Singapore
and the Frontier Research Center for Global Change, Japan Agency for Marine-Earth
Science and Technology (FRCGC/JAMSTEC). She aimed to investigate the interactions
between air pollution and climate change. In addition to CO2 emission reductions,

which is the core of climate change mitigation measures, she evaluated the short-term

global warming mitigation benefits of reducing emissions of "Short-Lived Climate
Pollutants (SLCPs)," which may simultaneously solve both global warming and air pollution. She developed a new
approach to climate change mitigation policy, which was shared with policymakers in the United States and Europe
so that it can be taken into account in the short- and medium-term climate change policies. She joined the Ministry
of the Environment of Japan in March 2016 to tackle climate change as a person who knew the worlds of science
and policymaking that were far apart in culture, language and ways of taking action, aiming to achieve "scientific
findings into policymaking at the appropriate time." Since January 2022, she has been on loan to the Ministry of

Health, Labour and Welfare under the inter-ministerial personnel exchange system.

- Masaki Inaba (Co-Chair, Director on Global Health, Africa Japan Forum (AJF) / Chair, Japan CSO Network on
Global Health)

Masaki Inaba is the Co-Chair and Global Health Program Director. He has made his

strong efforts to bridge Japanese and African civil society by working on HIV/AIDS and

global health, as well as policy advocacy on global health. He served as a member of

Developed Country Delegation of the Board of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,

Tuberculosis and Malaria from 2004-2009, and a Steering Committee Member

representing Northern CSOs of UHC2030. Additionally, he has been working for the

positive engagement of civil society in the policy-making process of the Government
of Japan on international development; he served as a member of the Japanese government's SDGs Promotion
Roundtable on behalf of Japanese civil society, as well as the member of the Global Health Strategy Expert Task
Force, and Advisory Committee on the Amendment of the Development Cooperation Charter. Before joining Africa
Japan Forum, he worked for the human rights of the communities in vulnerable situations in Japanese society; he
worked for the health issues of day workers in Yokohama City and the human rights of LGBT in the 1990's. He was
born in 1969.
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Haruka Sakamoto (Associate Professor, Department of International Affairs and Tropical Medicine, Tokyo Women's
Medical University)

After Professor Haruka Sakamoto, MD MPH, PhD graduated from Sapporo Medical
University School of Medicine and served as an internist at St. Luke’s International
Hospital, she worked at the International Affairs and the Maternal and Child Health
Divisions of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare (MHLW). She has represented
Japan at various international conferences including the United Nations General

Assembly and the World Health Organization (WHO) General Assembly. She also

participated in organizing the G7 Ise-Shima Summit and the G7 Kobe Health Ministers’
Meeting in 2016. She attended the Harvard T.H Chan School of Public Health with a scholarship from the World Bank
and received a Master of Public Health degree in 2014. In 2021, she received a Doctor of Public Health degree from
the University of Tokyo. Her current roles include Associate Professor, Department of International Affairs and
Tropical Medicine, Tokyo Women’s Medical University; The 26th Associate Member; Consultant, WHO Western

Pacific Regional Office; and Senior Fellow, the Tokyo Foundation Institute for Policy Research.

Hirotsugu Aiga (Professor, School of Tropical Medicine & Global Health, Nagasaki University)

Dr Aiga obtained Bachelor of Engineering from Waseda University, Master of Health
Science and PhD from The University of Tokyo. He has been committed to addressing
a variety of global health issues in both development and emergency phases for over
30 years, not only as a researcher but also as a practitioner. Dr. Aiga previously worked
at: (i) the World Health Organization (WHO) in Geneva, Manila and Amman; (ii) United

Nations World Food Programme (WPF) in Rome; (iii) International Federation of Red

Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) in Almaty and Khabarovsk; (iv) Japan
International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in Tokyo, Fissebu, Accra, and Hanoi; (v) George Washington University in
Washington DC; and (vi) Engineering and Consulting Firms Association of Japan (ECFA) in Tokyo. His expertise
includes: (i) health workforce development; (ii) food security and nutrition; (iii) health information systems; (iv)
neglected tropical diseases; (v) water, sanitation and hygiene; and (vi) emergency humanitarian assistance. He
currently serves as the Programme Officer for SATREPS Programme of Japan Agency for Medical Research and

Development, and Delegate of Japan Association of Global Health.

Emiko Nishimura (Director, Global Health Team, Human Development Department, JICA)

Ms. Nishimura joined the Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) in 2003 and
throughout her carrier, she has been involved in JICA’s health sector cooperation
mainly in Southeast Asia and Africa and in the fields of health systems and health
security. She worked in JICA Tanzania Office between 2009 and 2012 as a
representative in charge of health programs. She was seconded from JICA to United

States Agency for International Development (USAID) in the Bureau of Global Health,

between 2007 and 2009 to promote US-Japan collaboration in health sector. She
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currently serves as Director of Global Health Team, Human Development Department and oversees JICA’s health
programs on health security, after served as Director of Office for COVID-19 Response. Ms. Nishimura graduated
from University of Tokyo, Japan in March 2003 with BA in International Relations and then obtained MSc in Public

Health in Developing Countries from London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK in September 2013.

Akihito Watabe (Health Specialist, Human and Social Development Office, Sectors Group, Asian Development Bank)
Dr. Watabe joined Asian Development Bank (ADB) in May 2023 as a health specialist.
He primarily focuses on technical assistance and projects in the area of health
financing for universal health coverage (UHC), digital innovations for health financing
and climate-health financing. Prior to joining ADB, Dr. Watabe was a program manager
of the International Health Partnership for UHC 2030 (UHC2030), a multi-stakeholder
partnership for UHC, co-hosted by WHO, World Bank and OECD. He led the

partnership's advocacy, accountability, and knowledge management work, such as
the UN High-level Meeting on UHC, UHC Day and the State of UHC Commitment review. He provided technical
advice to the UHC Movement Political Advisory Panel, a group of prominent high-level champions of UHC. He also
contributed to the organisation of WHO’s Advance Courses and eLearning programs on Health Financing for UHC.
Dr. Watabe started his professional career as a medical doctor in Japan and public health physician in the Republic
of Vanuatu. He was also a health diplomat of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan, to serve Prime Minister Abe in
his flagship initiative on UHC before starting his career in the United Nations. Dr. Watabe holds a medical license
(Social Medicine) and a PhD, with MSc in Health Policy, Planning, and Financing from LSHTM/LSE and the Executive
Master in Change from INSEAD.

Kiyoshi Kurokawa (Chairman, Health and Global Policy Institute)

Dr. Kiyoshi Kurokawa is a graduate of the University of Tokyo Faculty of Medicine. From
1969 to 1984, he lived in the United States where he served as Professor of Internal
Medicine at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) School of Medicine. His
other positions have included Professor of Internal Medicine, University of Tokyo; Dean,
School of Medicine, Tokai University; President, Science Council of Japan (2003-2006);
Member, Council for Science and Technology Policy, Cabinet Office (2003-2006);

Special Advisor, Cabinet Office (2006-2008); and Commissioner, World Health
Organization (WHO) (2005-2009). He also served as Chairman of the National Diet of Japan’s Fukushima Nuclear
Accident Independent Investigation Commission (December 2011-July 2012), Chair and Representative Director of
the Global Health Innovative Technology Fund (GHIT Fund) (January 2013-June 2018), and as Special Advisor on
Health and Medical Strategy at the Cabinet Secretariat Headquarters for Healthcare and Medical Strategy Promotion
(2013-2019). Dr. Kurokawa'’s current positions include Vice Chair and Committee Member of the World Dementia
Council (WDC). He has been named professor emeritus at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS)

and the University of Tokyo and as a Distinguished Professor of Tokai University.
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Ichiro Kamoshita (Special Advisor to the Cabinet/ Former Minister of the Environment)

Dr. Ichiro Kamoshita was elected to the House of Representatives for the first time in
1993 and was elected nine times consecutively. He served as Vice-Minister of the
Environment and State Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare before being appointed
Minister of the Environment after an Abe cabinet reshuffle. He continued to serve in
that role in the Fukuda cabinet, where he participated in international negotiations on

measures for global warming at the G8 Hokkaido Toyako Summit. During reconstruction

after the Great East Japan Earthquake, he served as Chairman of the Committee on
Fukushima Reconstruction, where he drafted a bill to accelerate Government decontamination efforts. His other
activities included helping form a three-party agreement to achieve integrated reform of the social security and tax
systems. After LDP returned to the ruling party in 2012, he served in various roles including Chair, Diet Affairs
Committee; and Chairperson, Research Commission on Social Security System. In 2020, he was a leader in an effort
to build bipartisan consensus to pass the Climate Emergency Declaration in the House of Representatives. He retired
from politics in the fall of 2021. He now utilizes his medical background as a psychotherapist to provide advice from
the perspective of how people work and live. He is active for policy issues in areas related to social security, like
pensions and healthcare; as well as for environmental topics like urban living environments, water and air quality,

and biodiversity. Currently, he serves as a Special Advisor to the Cabinet.
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