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[Joint Statement] 

A Turning Point Towards Building Green Healthcare Systems:  

Support for Japan’s Formal Expression of Interest to Join ATACH  

at the 77th World Health Assembly (WHA)  
Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI) 

Planetary Health Project 

Advisory Board Members and Likeminded Supporters  

 

Health and Global Policy Institute's Planetary Health Project and Advisory Board Members and Supporters welcome and fully 

support the Japanese government's announcement at the 77th World Health Assembly (WHA) on May 28, 2024, of its formal 

expression of interest to join the Alliance for Transformative Action on Climate and Health (ATACH). This significant decision 

demonstrates Japan's strong commitment to addressing the health impacts of climate change and contributing to the 

international effort to build sustainable and resilient healthcare systems. 

 

Climate change is one of the greatest health threats of our time, with its effects already manifesting in many regions. To tackle 

the diverse health risks posed by climate change, such as extreme weather events, rising temperatures, and the spread of 

infectious diseases, international cooperation and collective action are essential. By joining ATACH, Japan aims to share solutions 

and strengthen the foundation for effective measures with the 83 participating countries and other nations. 

 

At the 28th Conference of the Parties (COP28) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) held 

in December 2023, the first-ever "Health Day" was established, expressing serious concern about the impact of climate change 

on health. During this event, the "COP28 UAE Climate and Health Declaration" was adopted and signed by 143 countries, 

including Japan. This declaration aims to deepen the global community's awareness of the interaction between health and 

climate change and to promote international cooperation. 

 

The World Health Assembly (WHA) is the highest decision-making body of the World Health Organization (WHO), where 

representatives from 194 member countries gather annually in May to decide on the organization's priorities and policies. At this 

WHA, the WHO's Fourteenth General Programme of Work (GPW 14) for 2025-2028 was adopted. Climate change and health 

are among the six strategic objectives, with planetary health challenges expected to play a cross-sectoral role in advancing the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, particularly in the wake of the global pandemic. 

 

In Japan, discussions on plastic pollution, the "GX2040 Vision," the "Basic Energy Plan," and the "Global Warming 

Countermeasure Plan" have been advanced under the "Osaka Blue Ocean Vision" adopted at the G20 Osaka Summit in 2019 

and the goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2050. Additionally, the revised SDGs Implementation Plan in December 2023 

emphasized the importance of considering the interconnectedness of global challenges, reflecting the concept of planetary 

health. Furthermore, the Basic Environment Plan approved by the Cabinet in May 2024 identified the period up to around 2030 

as the "decisive decade" with choices that will impact millennia. The concept of planetary health was highlighted, suggesting that 

participation in ATACH is expected to catalyze cross-sectoral and cross-organizational efforts involving the Ministry of Health, 

Labour and Welfare, the Ministry of the Environment, the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, the Ministry of Land, 

Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, and the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries. 

 

HGPI's Planetary Health Project promotes multi-stakeholder cooperation to address health policy challenges both domestically 

and internationally. In December 2022, we released a request to the Japanese government urging commitment to ATACH for the 

G7 Hiroshima Summit. As highlighted in that request, we believe the Japanese government's recent decision will accelerate 

climate and health initiatives both domestically and internationally. 

 

 

https://www.who.int/about/accountability/governance/world-health-assembly
https://www.mhlw.go.jp/stf/newpage_40358.html
https://www.who.int/initiatives/alliance-for-transformative-action-on-climate-and-health
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/cop28-uae-declaration-on-climate-and-health
https://hgpi.org/en/research/ph-20221219.html
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Through participation in ATACH, the Japanese government is expected to strengthen the following initiatives: 

1. Building climate-resilient healthcare systems: 

• Conducting Vulnerability & Adaptation Assessments (V&A) 

• Developing and publishing Health National Adaptation Plans (HNAP) 

• Promoting access to climate financing using V&A and HNAP 

2. Promoting sustainable low-carbon healthcare systems: 

• Conducting baseline assessments of healthcare system greenhouse gas emissions 

• Developing action plans or roadmaps for low-carbon sustainable healthcare systems 

• Implementing measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and waste 

3. Comprehensive response to the interaction between climate change and health: 

• Addressing mental health, psychosocial well-being, loss of traditional medicinal knowledge, livelihoods and 

culture, and displacement due to climate change 

• Enhancing the healthcare system's capacity to respond to climate-sensitive diseases and health risks 

• Strengthening climate-health information services, surveillance, early warning, and response systems 

4. Enhancing research and cooperation on health and climate change: 

• Promoting cooperation on health issues related to humans, animals, the environment, and climate 

• Implementing the One Health approach and addressing environmental determinants 

• Early detection of zoonotic diseases for pandemic prevention, preparedness, and response 

5. Promoting financing and international cooperation: 

• Expanding investments in climate and health from domestic budgets, multilateral development banks, 

multilateral climate funds, health financing institutions, philanthropic organizations, bilateral development 

agencies, and the private sector 

• Strengthening monitoring, transparency, and evaluation of climate finance 

 

Additionally, addressing other planetary health challenges besides climate change is expected to involve the following: 

1. Responding to the health impacts of chemicals, waste, and pollution: 

• Promoting evaluations by international organizations of the health impacts of chemicals, waste, and pollution, 

particularly risks from hazardous substances like lead, mercury, and pesticides 

• Establishing a scientific policy panel to support the sound management of chemicals and waste and 

developing legally binding measures for plastic pollution, including in the marine environment 

2. Ensuring a sustainable environment for health: 

• Promoting integrated and coordinated actions to address climate change, environmental pollution, 

biodiversity loss, and all forms of malnutrition 

• Implementing adaptive actions across sectors such as food and agriculture, water and sanitation, housing, 

urban planning, healthcare, transportation, and energy 

3. Accelerating the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 

• Promoting policies to overcome health inequalities and achieve SDG 3, which focuses on health and well-

being for all 

• Reducing poverty and hunger, improving health and livelihoods, enhancing social protection systems, 

ensuring food security and nutrition, providing clean energy sources, access to safe drinking water, sanitation, 

and hygiene, and achieving universal health coverage (UHC) 

4. Reducing waste in the healthcare sector: 

• Promoting the development of procurement standards for national healthcare systems, including supply 

chains, to reduce waste in the healthcare sector 

5. Enhancing synergies between policy and practice: 

• Strengthening monitoring of progress in the climate-health nexus, sharing best practices, conducting cross-

sectoral and interdisciplinary research, and enhancing inter-sectoral cooperation 
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HGPI's Planetary Health Project, along with its advisory board members, will continue to support the Japanese government's 

efforts and work together to address global health and medical challenges on a planetary scale. Many activities supporting the 

Japanese government's initiatives are already being carried out across various sectors within Japan. 

 

The Japan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association and the Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers' Associations of 

Japan have already issued the "Innovative pharmaceutical industry statement on COP28 Declaration on Climate and Health," 

welcoming ATACH and advancing carbon neutrality action plans and targets, thereby strengthening efforts to promote 

sustainable low-carbon healthcare systems. 

 

Furthermore, the Japanese Association of Medical Sciences, which includes over 100 member societies with a combined 

membership of over 1 million, published the "Recommendations for the Future" in March 2023, declaring efforts to address 

global health challenges, including climate change. The recent Japanese government’s participation in ATACH is anticipated to 

lead to discussions and concrete actions in each specialized field, similar to other major developed countries' academic societies. 

Particularly, the "Declaration of Climate Emergency in Primary Care (Hamamatsu Declaration)" published by the Japan Primary 

Care Association in May 2024 is expected to play an important role in advancing this trend domestically. 

 

Additionally, the Japan Medical Association has been actively engaged in efforts to protect the health of the planet and humanity, 

including the "JMA Declaration on the Environment" in 2009 and participation in "Deco-Katsu," a national movement led by the 

Ministry of the Environment to create a new, prosperous lifestyle that leads to decarbonization. 

 

Finally, our organization, as a member of ATACH, along with health ministries from over 81 countries, including Japan, and more 

than 30 partners, intends to play a role in the five working groups: 1. Financing Working Group (FIN-WG), 2. Climate Resilient 

Health Systems Working Group (CRHS-WG), 3. Low Carbon Sustainable Health Systems Working Group (LCSHS-WG), 4. Supply 

Chain Working Group (SC-WG), and 5. Climate Action and Nutrition Working Group (I-CAN-WG). 

  

https://www.jpma.or.jp/english/reports/COP28%20Declaration/index.html
https://jams.med.or.jp/en/index.html
https://jams.med.or.jp/jams120th/images/teigen_jams120th.pdf
https://sites.google.com/view/hamamatsu-sengen/
https://www.med.or.jp/people/info/people_info/000244.html
https://ondankataisaku.env.go.jp/decokatsu/en/
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■ About Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI):  

Health and Global Policy Institute (HGPI) is a non-profit, independent, non-partisan health policy think 

tank established in 2004. In its capacity as a neutral think-tank, HGPI involves stakeholders from wide-

ranging fields of expertise to provide policy options to the public to successfully create citizen-focused 

healthcare policies. Looking to the future, HGPI produces novel ideas and values from a standpoint 

that offers a wide perspective. It aims to realize a healthy and fair society while holding fast to its 

independence to avoid being bound to the specific interests of political parties and other 

organizations. HGPI intends for its policy options to be effective not only in Japan, but also in the wider 

world, and in this vein the institute will continue to be very active in creating policies for resolving global health challenges. HGPI’s 

activities have received global recognition. It was ranked second in the “Domestic Health Policy Think Tanks” category and third 

in the “Global Health Policy Think Tanks” category in the Global Go To Think Tank Index Report presented by the University of 

Pennsylvania (as of January 2021, the most recent report).  


